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h \ * * are, TY That Speech of 1 ad. Man in Te- 
num puto, was received with vaſt Applauſe. 


5 Ever Bolcver under Heaven. can make_as glorious a 
: $recch as bis: He can fay4 with the Applasſes s of God 


and bis own Conſcience) I am a Chriſtian ; I look on the 
Cauſe of Chrift to be my Cauſe and when that ſuffers, 


I ſuffer too. 


rence Homo fum humanum nthit a me alie- 


en , e have We me 


Per ſas 15 ſee the Grace of God in themſelves : . By read: 
Inz them, Fi ey get that Evidence of their real Chriſtianity, 
without which all oiher Evidences are good for nothing, 
vi bat the Reproaches of thoſe who reproach Chriſt, 


them at the Indignities which are offered is Him. 


.The following Diſcourſe ſeems to be peculiarly cale lated 


40 overturn the falſe Idea of. Natural Religion, imbiſied 
| by Dr. Clark, the Arian, and his Diſciplat; and conſe- 


from it ; foo many of Whith are 10 he found in tbe before. 


| mentipned Ver MORE. 9 Heart bu rned 3 me, 1 * 
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come upon tbem; —and their Hearts are pained within 


quently 40 cru #hat Brood of Errors Which have ſprung 4 
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2 5 ** his Jorrible 7 alk our he Trinity 'S Horror 0 

took hold on me when J read it;) be demie: vertnally, 1 5 
Grace of Cod in Mai?s Converſion, * and maintains 

the aldPopihDoerine of Tuſtification byWorks. I ſay Po- 

_ piſhDottrine : For, as Mf. Bradbury obſerves, . Where this 
„ Dedrine is received, there. is 9 5 the. Subſtance of © 

4 Popery:: Such People have got the Stump of Dagon, -} 

and only want bis Head and the Palms of bis Hands to be — 

7 on again.” I believe Dr. Mayhew don't expert + ᷑ 

mute Oppoſilion on this Head, for be ſaith, ** Poſſibly _ | 

ane wwho aſcribe our Juſtification to Faith alone, may 
* comprehend under the Term Faith, all that Gadly Ser- 

ä « © raw, and internal Submiſſion to the Terms of the GY . 
© pehrobich others intend when they aſſert theNeceſfity f 
Obedience, and deny. the Sufficiency of Faith to Juſtify. 2 
M this Caſe ( ſaith be) there is à Contradittion in 
Words, but the real Senſe of the Parties is the ſame, 
F F-may be. permitted to ſpeak my Judgment, I can't ſee - 

. how any ont who denies that there is ipecial Confidence 
in juſtifying Faith, can ſucceſsfully lift =” the Standard 


2 


4 a 1 
4 — 4 * 2 * 
ws, UW 


- Are” — —__ — — — — * 


4 
a 


— 


of” 


ggainſt t, Pim. | 3 But f 


8 One of Dr. Maybere's Nn inflead of ns. "i Language of _ 
hum ble Paul! the Grace of God. I am what I am ; might imitate 
the /e/f-exalting Seneca, and ſay, God I thank thee that thou haſt made 

« #2, 4 Man; but as for my being a good Man, rather than others who © 
bave bad the (ame Advant ages ; for ibis I thank thee not; for this 1 
am only thankful to myſelf... No doubt this Divine prays for the Con- 
verſion of his Hewes or that they may all have that Holy juſtifying 
— Principle of which he ies qo and be good Chriſtians ; but how he 
can do it conſiſtently ich is own printed Divinity, is what no Man 
living can comprehend. —-Nay,. an Arminian Teacher once owned to 
me, that ſince the Beginning of Religion depended ſo entirely ou 
Man's own Free- Will, he did not fee that he had any Ground ta pra 

for the Converſion of his Son, then in a kat Pare of the Land; 

"and that he did not do it. 

+ Page 180. | g 

1 See the Doctrine of ſpecial Confidenct, or 4 in « juſtifying Paik, 

i. e, ſo much Faith, ſo much Aſſurance) beautifully and ſtrongly de» 
ended by Mr. Weng, 3 bis XVI D £ 
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EGAN in 1 . ERS”. | 
| But if we Pick to mnbat Mr. en alt the EY FX 1 
| Proteſtant Doctrine of juſtifying Faith, we may tafily / 

u - confound his Devices, and ſpew that Scripture and Reaſon 4 
e both againſt bis two wonderful Sermons on Fuſtificati- 5 
. byFaith, i. e. as he explains himſelf, on Juſtification y 
Feaiib, as the Word Faith ſtands for Faith and Works. 
 Tto0: As wretched Nonſenſe as ever was printed; and 

| yet without the Prop of this important Nonſenſe the 
| _ whole Cauſe would fall to the Ground. T can hardly op 
w Pe — 

Te ubave not the leaf Preiudics againſt Dr. Mayhew's 

Perſon : M Maker knows I wiſh bim all good T 2 bere 
and forever —I am againſt his Divinity, and for him.— 
Nay, while I wiſh him Salvation with eternal Glory, 7 8 
ſhould think myſelf uncharitable, if Idid not endeavour by - | 

F. Prayer and all proper Means 10 4 HIS Divinity led | 

br: e the whole * 
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Te e man receives vor the 19 f the 15 hirit 
, God, for they are fooliſhneſs to him; neither 
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OD 8 man u r. but he fa6n fat! gb 
ftripp'd himſelf o the robes of innocence and 
Integrity, with which he was clad, as he came 

pure out of his Maker's hands. It lay entirely 
in the diſpoſing will of God, whether he would fave man 
at all after his revolt ; and ſeeing he thought fit to reſcue 
part of Adam's poſterity from the ruin which the fall 
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upon what method. he thought fitteſt, to bring aboue 
their recovery. - Whether God could have accomplimed 
the ſalvation of men as well any other way, as in the 
method he has took of chooſing them in Chriſt, enter- 
ing into a covenant with them as the Surety, and with 
all the elect in him as his ſeed; and, in the fulneſs of 
time, ſending him in the fleſh, that he might ſuffer death, 
to purchaſe the redemption of ſuch as he had given him, 
is a queſtion too high tor us to determine, and therefore 
is vain and unprofitable. It is inſolently intruding into 
things not ſeen, for us to take upon us to determine 
Chat a God of infinite wiſdom and power may do, or 
might have done. However, this we muſt tenaciouſly 
adhere to, that it is inconſiſtent with the nature of God, 
for him to injure any of his perfections, to ſave ſuch as 
dleceſerve not his favour; we are not to doubt but that 
God will glorify one attribute as well as another, in reſ- 
cuing ruin d criminals: ſo that, though we ſuppoſe him 
ever ſo unlimited in his ſovereignty,” or ever ſo rich in 
his mercy, we muſt ſtill aver, that he never would, in 
order toſhew his ſovereignty, or make known his mere. 
ſuffer his juſtice to remain unſatisfied, and - conſequently 
not glorified, or his . holineſs and truth to be tarniſh'd ; 
but he is as much concerned to glorify his juſtice, and to 
ſhew forth his holineſs and truth, as he can be to mani- 
Feſt his ſovereignty, or to magnify his mercy. God 
therefore ſhew'd the greatneſs of his wiſdom in contriving 
the method of man's falvation, that it might be by 
*hniſt's ſatisfying for fin : in this way all his perfeftions 
are ſet in the moſt amiable light, juſtice is glorified ta 
the utmoſt, and has vindicated its rights, in that a ſatis- 
faction of infinite value has been yielded by an almighty 
|  , Redeemer ; holineſs ſparkles with the brighteſt luſtre, 
ſieeing he, Who is purity .itfelf, has ſhew'd his hatred of | 
Ka to, be ſo great, that he ſpared not ius own Son, wie 
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he only 15 fin by imputation 3 ; the truth of hm, who 
is Ahne! in faithfulneſs, is fully eſtabliſned, in that he 
b exacted the puniſhment threatenꝰd; goodneſs appears 
in it's full beauty, as a Redeemer is provided for ſuch 
as have deftroy'd themſelves, and the greateſt bleſſings | 
are beſtow'd freely upon the unworthye; mercy is diſ- 
play d to the utmoſt, becauſe proviſion is made for bring- 
ing ſinners to partake of the happineſs they had forfeit- 
eck; wiſdom and power are greatly magnified, ſince a 
way is laid out and finiſh'd, f in which juſtice and holineſs 
might not be injured, and = grace and merey Nd 
be eminently exalted. 
This is the method of mans filvation, which: the ſerip= 


_ tures teach; and as it is the only way of thinking which 
men can fall! into, in order to glorify all God's perfections, 


it muſt be concluded to be the moſt rational ſcheme in 
the world. The deſign of God was to glorify his own 
perfections, to exalt Chriſt, to ſtain the pride of man's 
glory, and to ſhew the neceſſity of holineſs ; therefore, 
as the holy ſcripture declares and reveals this wonderful 
Plan, it is no marvel that it ſhould be ridiculed, as a hud- 
dle of fooliſh opinions, by the vain and proud pretenders 
to reaſon, who make what ſurpaſſes their ſhallow capaci- 
ties the ſubject of their ſcorn, and treat with contempt all 


that is above their condenſed apprehenſions. As the de- 


ſign of revelation is to thwart the pride of fallen man, it 
is no wonder that inſolent creatures, who would be inde- 
pendent on God, and who imagine that they are wiſe 


' enough to find out their duty, and able enough to pur- 
| ſue their own happineſs, ſhould riſe up with rancour 


and malice, againſt what croſſes their corrupt reafon, and 
has a tendency to throw down the lofty bulwarks of their 
vain imaginations. The contempt. which is caſt on reve- 
lation is not new; for the great apoſtle Paul, after he 
had told us that he ſpoke or declared the things that are 
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Gedy given * of God, not in the words r e man 3 
wiſdom teaches, but which the Holy Spirit reaches, co m- 
paring ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, has preſently ſub- 
joined theſe words; The natural man receives not the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs to 
him 3 neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiri- 

tually diſcerned;” By the natural man, is. not to be un- 
derſtood one wallowing in luſt, and ſunk in the mire of 


| ſenſunlity, but the man. of bare reaſon; he who will uſe 


no other helps, than what he can procure by mere ratio- 
nal attainments, ſuch a man, though poſſeſs'd of a 

ſhare of natural light, yet if he is without a ſpiritual diſ- 

cerning, or without wiſdom afforded him from above, 


brands the deftrines and myſteries of pure revelation with 


folly, becauſe he cannot fully comprehend them; not 
conſidering that the myſteries of reaſon, ſuch as the be⸗ 


ing and perfections of God, can no more be fully com- 


puer by him, than thoſe of revelation. . If we con- 
fider man as renew'd, and as ſuch having his mind en- 

lightenꝰ d,. it muſt be own'd that the myſteries. of reaſon. + 
and pure revelation have ſuch great depths in them, that 
they are not tu be plumb'd-by the line, even of a ſancti- 
fied underſtanding : nay, it may be juſtly ſaid, that the 
perfections of God are not to be fully graſp'd by any 


created mind. It is no wonder then, that ſuch as are 


left to bare reaſon in a corrupt ſtate, mould, as brute 
beaſts, contemn the facred verities, which are not i ſuited 


to their depraved guſt. | 
The ſcriptures have never been 3 with more ir- 4 


reverence than they have been of late; but yet the ene · 
mies of revelation chooſe rather to attack. them by ſap 


and ſtratagem, than in n open and honourable way. 


Our modern - Neifts are ſhy of ſaying, in their publick | 
writings, | that the Chriſtian religion is forgery, and the 


founder of it an impoſtor ; but they chooſe to magnify 
f ce 
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the erfetion of reaſon, and to ſet up "what they call 
natural religion, as a complete body of doctrine ; they 
can talk; Wirh a grave ſneer, of the: holy ſcriptures, 
of the religion of our Saviour, and. will pretend they 
eſteem it; but, at the ſame, they plead, that natural re- 
lgion is perfeR, and needs no addition to be made to it, 

omy they allow it may be explain d: hence they draw 

this coliſeqqaence, that the goſpel is as old as the law of 

nature, and neither can nor ought to be any other than a 

republication of it, Their ſly drift herein is to bring 

le to conclude, that ſince natural religion is perfect, 
if revelation contains any thing more than reaſon could 
of itſelf have found out, it muſt be diſcarded as impoſ- 
ture: now every one muſt: grant, that the ſcriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament really contain a great num- 
ber of facts and doctrines, which bare reaſon could never 
have found out; if then reaſon” is a perfect rule, revela- 
tion, which contains more than this could find out, muſt 
be given up as fraud and forgery ; for nothing can be ad- 
ded to what is perfect. I his is the ſubſtance of all the 
ſolemn banter 130 grave grimace, with which the world 
has of late beeti entertain 5 ſo that it cannot be amiſs to 
enquire, Whether reaſon in men is really ſo perfect, as 
the pretended maſters of it give out; and whether „ | 
religion is ſo complete, as is affirmed. 

It muſt be ans. that the labour of the Deiſts in 
affaulting the Chriſtian ſcheme, has been made very eaſy, 
and their work has been, in a great meaſure, done for 
them, by many treacherous profeſſors of the religion of 
Jeſus. Many betrayers of the cauſe of revelation, have 
. forged weapons for the enemies of it, in preventing them 
the pains of attacking particular doctrines. Men who 
would loſe all patience, if we queſtion'd their owning 
the ſufficiency of ſcripture, and who have very much in 


9 cheir mouths a noiſy out cry, that the bible, the bible, is 
| 5 B 2 | the 
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the religion of Proteſtants, have brought: the charge of 

. Nonſenſe and contradiction againſt the great Proteſtant 
doctrines of the ever- bleſſed. Trinity in Unity, abſolute 
election, original ſin, the neceſſity of an infinite ſatisfac- 
tion, the fulneſs and particularity of redemption, juſtifi- 
cation by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the inabi- 
lity of man to convert himſelf, the efficacy of divine grace, 
the perſeverance of the ſaints, the reſurrection of the 
fame numerical body, and the eternity; of hell torments;: 
all theſe doctrines have been ' miſrepreſented, èxploded, 
derided, and burleſqued by ſuch as profeſs themſelves 
Chriſtians, nay, by ſuch as would appear.zealousto pro- 
mote practical region: ſo that the Deiſts have had lit- 
tle to do, but to ſtand ſtill and ſmile; whilft others were 
doing their work for them, perhaps withogt: knowing it 
tho it is to be fear d, that ſome of theſe would not keep 
out of their ſtents, if they could retain their perfexments, 
ſalaries, or ſuhſcriptions. It would be well, if all whq | 
have gone into this way, who are alarm'd ;at the growth 
of Deiſm, would conſider what they haye been doing, 
Many have been immoderately W Er with being ap+ 
plauded, by the adverſaries; bf, tevglation, - for being 
rational divines, and men of free thought; but though 
the enemies of Chriſtianity compliment them, to induce 
them to go on to do their work for them, yet it is known 
to many that they ſecretly- contemn them. The more 
thinking Deiſts know, that the doctrines which theſe diſ- 
puters arraign, as unſcriptural and irrational, are the 
things which are really contain'd in ſcripture, which, for 
that reaſon, they chiefly neglect; and they look upon 
theſe removers of the ancient land-marks, however they 
may flatter them, either to be fools or cheats, The 2 a 
poſers of the ancient faith are very forward to aſcribe the 
growth of infidelity to mens being led to pay a regard 
co what they call irrational doctrines; but the caſe really 
of | | | | 182 
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is, 2 denial of revelation has always follow'd upong-at- 


tempts made to ſubvert the old Proteſtant doctrines, and - 
as theſe have ſucceeded with giddy unfettled Perſons, in 


proportion have the ravages of Deiſm been extended. 


Another thing which has greatly contributed to weaken = 
the cauſe of Chriſtianity, has been the zeal of ſome to re- 
commend ſyſtems of morality, under the Whimlichl title 


of natural religior; There is no qutſtion to be made, but 


chas, ſome perſons, who engaged this way, he neee 
ſign. to weaken the regard men ſhould* have to reveal'd 


Chriſtianity have been jumbled ont? It has“ been. Aid; 


127 during the times of our civil chmmotions, there was 


Ittle preach'd vp. but faith in Chrift,' and'thar-ithe duties 
of morality, were little inſiſted on : it 1s certain that ſome 
ignorant ent huſtaſtick preachers inſiſted then much 
eternal union with Chriſt, and" that ſin could de a- be- 
8 no harm, but all wife andthoughtful men abhorr'd 


* 


| ugh immoral conceits ; however, the charge wes'-laid* 


againſt all who maintain'd the doctrine of grace; and 
accordingly when a ſtats alteration;enfyed; as it is natural 
for men Who take a Partial view of things, when tliey en- 
deavour to avoid one extreme, to run into the other; 
neglecting the middle way, all' ſtrove to ſhew'themſelves 
as oppoſite to thoſe who went before, as might be. 
Therefore the Chriſtian doctrines, if not oppoſed, were 
wholly, neglected, and little was inſiſted upon but moral 
duties, under the odd title of natural religion: then books 


could be wrote on the Chriſtian plan, call'd the whole 


duty of man, without ſtating the doctrine of faith in 
Chriſt, the prime duty of a Chriſtian. It muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that at the ſame time that natural religion was 
talk*d of, to the neglect of the doctrines of revelation, a 
deluge of Atheiſm, irreligiun and immorality flow'd in 
ypon thoſe of the national eſtabliſhment ; and 3 
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of public worſhip, is 


ching is, which is dteſs d up 


Of the Infuffeierey , 


* 
ſince we of the 8 have heard ſo much / noiſe about 


it, there has not been a declenſion as to juſtice and com- 


8 60 


mon honeſty, a contempt of the ſabbath, and a neglect 
what every one is Hp to Judge « of, | 
who has 1 a little Ute. HE world. . 


— 


J.;&; mall enquire what we ought to Underttand 4575 na- 


| wade) religion, -- or in what ſenſe the light of nature is 0 


De taken. 

Since ſo many . things have beet ſaid of natural re- 
bgion, it may be well worth while to c nſider what the 
in ſuch fair colours, 0 
which yet every onę is. ſo. — at a lok to find out: 
one ſenſe it may be taken for the light with which A 
and Eve, our firſt parents, were leſs d, whilſt they 
were clad with innocence. If it is ta den in this ſenſe, it 
muſt. be granted, that, reaſon was, much more perfect 
than now it is. Our great progenitor, and our general 
mother, as long as they ranged the fragrant bowers of 
paradiſe, and ftray'd about The pleaſant mazes of that 
wilderneſs of Pad in which the Kind hand of their 
Creator had placed them, were very happy creatures: 
Their underſtandings were clear and ſtrong, their Judg- 
ment was unbiaſs'd, and no diſorderly paſſions raged” in 
their -unruffled breaſts; they were created in the image 
of God, and the likeneſs of their mighty Maker ſhone 
forth in wiſdom, truth, and ſevere and pure ſanctity. 3 


their obedience to the law of their God was not forced, | 


neither was it from fear; but they fulfill'd the command 
of him who Fl ced them in happineſs with delight and 


alacrity: they knew all that was neceſſary for them to 


be acquainted with, and they yielded univerſal chedience 
to the vartous commands of the heavenly Porentate, who 


created them our of the duſt, 


Though 


, 


"Natural Religion. 49 
Though it is to be allowed that reaſon was much more 
complete and perfect, in our firft parents, before the fall, 
than it is in us their miſerable — 29 ſince we have 
been plunged into ruin and miſery by their apoſtacy; 
yet it is not to be granted that the light of nature was 
every way a complete and perfect rule, even in the ſtate 
of innocence and integrity. Though man was free from 
ſinful imperfections, yet he was not an abſolutely perfect 
being, for no creature is ſuch ; and as he was not abſo- 
lutely perfect, ſo his natural light was not an abſolutely - _ 
complete rule to go by. If it had been ſo, he would 
not have needed any directions, as to what he was to do, 
but would, without any ſupernatural aſſiſtance, have 
known his duty in every part and circumſtance of it : / 
But this was far from being the caſe ; he needed to be“ 
inſtructed by God, as to his circumſtances of life, and as 
to ſome parts of his duty. It was by ſupernatural light, or 
by revelation from God, that he came to know that he 
had dominion over all the creatures in the lower world, it 
was by divine direction that he was to take fruits and 
herbs for his food, it was by a command from above that 
he was to refrain from eating the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil, upon pain of death, and it was by in- 
ſtruction from his Creator that he pei form'd inſtituted 
worſhip, or kept the ſeventh day as a day of ſacred reſt. 
Theſe revelations would never have been made to our 
firſt father, whilſt he continued peacefully to enjoy the 
_ ſpicy groves of paradiſe, if natural light had been to him 
a perfect rule. If he had not needed ſupernatural light, 
God would not have afforded it, for the all-wiſe Creator 
does nothing in vain, whatever fooliſh men may think 3 
therefore as he had light by revelation, it is plain he 
needed it ; and it ſo, reaſon was not every way a perfect 
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rule. If any urge, in anſwer to this, that the account 1. 
Moſes gives of the primitive ſtate of man, is an allegoty, 5 
they are to be pitied for their profaneneſs and pride; ad 
they are not to be envied for not having reverence for 
ſeripture, and humility ſufficient to make them ſubmit 
their wiſdom to revelation, and to induce them, when 
they are i gravel; d with an unſurmountable 80 
frankly to on it. 

However, if we were to ſuppoſe reaſon in man, in a 
ſtate of innocence, to be a perfect rule, of what avail is 
all this to: us? WHO may gad, by ſad experience, that it 

zs not- withus as it was with man when he repoſed him 
ſelf in the peaceful ſhades of Eden, and roved about the 
verdurous walks of paradiſe. Our. underſtandings are 

now darken'd, fo that we are often at a Joſs about the 

nature of our diy 3 and, when we cannot ſay we ate 

entirely ignorant of our duty, and are, in judgment, con- 

vinced that we ought to comply with it, how are our 

underſtandings blinded, and our judgments corrupted by⸗ 
our unruly. paſſions, and our irregular appetites? If rea- 
ſon was our only rule, we ſhould bribe it to ſilence, by 
the pleaſure of following our own inclinations, and then 
we ſhould be ſway'd by unruly luſts, without the leaſt. 
opportunity of knowing that the things in which we de- 
light, if purſued throughout, would entail endleſs diſ- 
quietments upon us. 

The. common notion perſons now ſeem to have of na- 
tural religion, is, that it is a body of principles and duties, 5 

Which men gather from reaſon and ſcripture, receiving 
into their ſyſtems whatſoever they like in revelation, and 
leaving out all ſuch doctrines as they do not approve of. 
That there is one God, and that he is inveſted with in- 
finite perfections, is the voice of reaſon and revelation, | 
this therefore mult needs be put down as the prime doc- 

trine of natural religion; chat this one God rules and 
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guides the univerſe, by his wiſe providence, is what rea- 

' fon and obſervation may aſſure us of; this therefore is 
not left out of the ſyſtems of the religion of nature; that 
the ſoul is immortal, and that there is a final ſtate of 

happineſs and miſery, is what few are hardy enough to 
deny; that men, as creatures, are obliged to wor dune 
and ſerve the God to whom they owe their being; and 
| that, as creatures fitted for ſociety, they are obliged N | 
conſult the good and happineſs of others, is what al 
have not the front to call in queſtion, Theſe principles, 
which have met with the general aſſent of mankind, are 
the great principles of reaſon and ſcripture : | Any one 
who will not omit any of theſe, if he will take the pains 
to ſee what dreſs could be made up for them, out of the 

Writings of mere Pagans, will ſoon be convinced, that they 
muſt. wear np other than a mean and contemptible garb, 
ſuch as would not ſet them off, or recommend them to 

the high efteem of men: they might be compared to a 
picture not coloured, where the lines may. be drawn with 
art and regularity, but have not a ſtriking force upon the 
eye: but if theſe principles of reaſon are ſer off with the 
ſtrong, lively, and glowing colours, in which; they are 
painted in the ſcriptures, they command admiration. 
What account can be gather'd from the writings of Pa- 
gans, of the being and perfections of God ? Though 
they own'd one Supreme, yet they introduced a rabble 
of inferior gods, and ſo worſhip*d creatures; beſides the 
Creator, how low and lame were their notions of the 
ſpiritual mature, and the immortality. of the ſoul ? And 
what mean figments did they take up with about a future 
ſtate ? How uncertain were they about God's governing 


the world? And though they had among them ſome 
who were great proficients in ſeveral ſocial duties, what 
can we gather from them of love to God, reſignation to 
his wiſe diſpoſal, as to Ie Oe of life, ſelf-denial, and 
$56 14 | univer- 
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5 univerſal charky and benevelence ?: Theſe are duties 
which are agreable ts right reaſon; but let any one . 
where they are Well ſtated, by fuck as were entite fran 
gers to revelation. Therefore; in our day, natural reli- 

| gion is deck'd in plumes borrowed from . 

| then is ſet up in oppoſition to it, as a perfect rule, and 

aàs ſuch not needing the aſſiſtance of à revelation.” This 
F ſcandalouſſy baſe and unfair. For inſtance: no one 

I © mere rational Writer ever gave à tolerable. account of a 

1 future ſtate ; and none of the delineators of the religion 

| 

| 

| 
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vf nature, ſince the promulgation of Chriſtianity, ever 
did it, without leaving the plaineſt traces of his having 
aid from feripture ; ; and yet theſe: ſketches, which are 
drawn by the help of ſcripture, muſt be palm' d upon the 
world, as the doctrnes of mere reaſon unuNſted by the 
light of revelation. Thus ſcripture is pillaged, in order 
70 its being repreſented as a needleſs uſeleſs thing; for if 
4 man can be ſo ſilly, as to be brought to think, that 
thoſe points which artful men pick out from ſcripture, 
which has nothing inconſiſtent with reaſon, though it 
contains much above mere human reaſon, are things to 
be . without the help of it, they will eafily give it 
as vnndteſſury ; and tlie more, becauſe it reveals 
m too high for their low under ſtanding, and fo 
thwarts theit pride. It is not fait then to call that natu- 
ral religion, the defects of which are ſupplied by truths 
taken from the Gracles of God; neither is it juſt to re- 
commend it us a perfect ſcheme, when it cannot be put 
in any tolerable dreſs, without the neceſſary help of chat 
very thing; to make which ſeern unneceſſary, fo moch 
Pins are talen to deck it. All this muſt be underſtood 
of natural religion, when it is ſet off in the beſt manner; 
but it muſt be own d, that ſome of its recommenders are 
ſo infatuated, as not to borrow that” help they might, in 
order to make it agreeable, and are 51 ignorant, her to 
r — ew 
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aw! its great imperſection, by making. it reſemble Athe- 8 


iſm. We are told, that the diſtinction of right and 


wrong, virtue and vice, is entirely independent on the 
Will of God, and that it ariſes from the nature of things, 
by which ſenſeleſs jargon may be meant fate, chance, the 
animating ſoul of the world, or any other unmeaning 
thing, or hard word, without an idea annex'd to it. It 


_ 4s pretended, that men are not made by God for himſelf, 
and that be has no motive, on his own account, to give 


them laws or to puniſh the breach of them, and that 
conſequeutly they are not accountable to him; but that 


ſuch fully anſwer the end of their creation, as contribute 


all they can to their own and ethers happineſs. This. i is 


to ſuppoſe, that God has power to create; rational crea- 


tures, andiit is a favour that this is allow d, but that he 


has no arthority to preſcribe them laws, ſceing the rules 


of juſtice riſe from the natute of things, and he is confin- 
ed to act hy them, as much as thoſe '% has created ; 3 that 
he has no juſtice to glorify when he is pro ovoked, but is 
obliged to be kind to all, his creatures, whether they obey 
him, or rebel againſt him; in ſhort, that he-1 is an indo- 
lent being, ſuch as was the god of the Epicureans ; 3 that 
man is independent on him who created him, and pre- 
ſerves him, and that he is to, be. his on Judge, whether 


he anſwers the end of his creation, by promoting his own 


happineſs, and that of others. Thus the irrational ſtuff, 
which was hiſs? d: off the ſtage, with juſt contempt, when 

it was introduced by Epicurus, is afreſh. brought on, to 
ſhew the ſufficience of human reaſon, in our enlighten'd 


age of ſearch and enquiry... It would be doing too much 
honour tu ſuch monſtrous abſurdity, to go about gravely 
to confute them; and it would be labour and time as ill 
ſpent, as it would be to argue with a man that ſtiffly de- 
nies that two and three make five, or to wrangle with one 


who wil have! it, that it is as light at midnight as at neon. 
| C'2 The 
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Fhe aſſurance with which ſuch irrational fancies) are vent- 
ed, does not prove that theit aſſerters have more brains, 
or brighter parts than others, but only that they have 
harder forcheads and thicker ſleulls than the generality; of 
men. Theſe bold champions of infidelity deny that man's 
reaſon is impair'd by the fall, but they give the fulleſt 
demonſtration that it is greatly ſunk, even almoſt to a 
degree of brutality, in theinſelves, and by this afford us, 
tho' ſtupidly, and againſt their wills, a ſenſible proof of 
the fall of man, which they banter and «infipidly-ridicule. 
Were not the rational faculties greatly decay d, no per- 
Tons could ever dream of a God of infinite power, wiſdom, 
and goodneſs, having no motive, on his own account, 
to give his creatures laws, or to puniſh. the breach of 
them, and that men are not accountable to him that made 
them. It is not worth while to talk with creatures: who 
have ſo much laid aſide the uſe of reaſon, it is throwing 
pearls to ſwine: we can only refer the deciſſon to the 
Hour, which à few years will introduce, and then theſe 
rebels againſt heaven will find whether they are accoun- 
table to their Maker or no. 
All that has been ſaid of late, by way of panegyric 
upon reaſon, and the light of nature, is founded on a 
mere fallacy. The adverſaries of revelation do not ſpeak 
of reaſon, as it is in this or the other man, as it may be 
leſs clear in one than another, but they ſpeak of reaſon in 
the abſtract, and in that ſenſe it may be allowed to be of 
a very large extent. No one will be ſo ſilly as to ſay, 
that reaſon, in the abſtract idea of it, is inſufficient and 
imperfect, for nothing is to be regarded which is contra- 
ry to reaſon: The queſtion is not then, whether reaſon 
abſtractly conſider'd is imperfect, for that would be queſ- 
tioning whether truth is truth, or whether right reaſon is 
is right reaſon; which would be only trifling, and ſpend- 
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ing words to no purpoſe, Tru. reaſon is right, and 1 
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right, cannot, as ſuch, be ſaid to be imperfect: however, this 
poor and mean quibble is all that the pleaders for the ſuffici- 

ence of reaſon have to talk upon. It would be ridiculous for 

[ any one to ſay, that the light of the ſun is not ſufficient to 

enable a man to keep his path, but it ſignifies very little, 

when a man is involved in the ſhade of the evening, to 
tell him he muſt not queſtion that the ſun's light is ſuffi- 
cient for him to ſee by. The queſtion really is, whether 
reaſon, as it is now in men, whether the light of nature, 
as it is in men in their preſent ſtate, which none can ven- 
ture to ſay, in fact, is not a ſtate of degeneracy, is a 
ſufficient rule to inform men what they ought to belt-ve 
and receive, to ſhew them how they may find out what 
is true and right, and to direct them in the more private 4 
walks of life, as well as when they appear on the public 1 
* ſage of the world, where they may have the advantage 
of ſeeing the examples of others; it is, whether natural 
religion, of it ſelf, diſcovers all that a man 1s to believe 
concerning God, all, the methods neceſſary for him to 
take, in order to be reconciled to him, and regain his fa- 
vour, and all that is required of man in his private, rela- 
tive, and ſocial character. 2 * 
When we enquire whether reaſon is now a ſufficient 
rule, the only ſenſe in which we can take the light. of na- 
ture, or natural religion, is, for the remains of natural 
light in men of ſuperior reaſon, who have been left entirely 
without the help of revelation of any kind; and if it is 
tried carefully, or, view'd in this light, it will appear-to 
be very imperfect and deficient. It is eaſy to tell us, 
that reaſon is reaſon, truth is truth, and virtue is virtue; 
but what are we the wiſer by being told ſuch, fine things, 
if we find our ſelves and others deficient in reaſon, puzz- 
led about truth, and apt to take vice for virtue? No 
one will ſay cruelty is good, but how many think that 
perſecution, an enormous vice, is lawful, becauſe it is 
= „ on 
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16 Of the. Infuffrrtenty of - 
deſig ign'd for good ends, to ſet men right, and to keep 
them from leading others wrong? It 1s eaſy for men to 
pick thiugs out of ſeripture, and to prove them agreabſeꝰ 
to reaſon, ſince there is nothing in the oracle of God, 
but whar is conſonant t6 the hictheſt reaſon ; by this means. 
a very beautiful ſyſtem of morality” may be put together; 

but can this be a delineation of the religion of nature. 
The only Way to Judge of the ſuſficience, on the one hand, 

and of che defects o the other, of the light of nature, is 

to examine whether it brightly ſbined, or was greatly 
ſhaded, in ſuch as had nothing elſe to illuminate them, 

and who yet had as clear intellectuals; as great Kno iedge 

of the world, as any now, and who, in learning and pos 
lteneſs, exceeded many of our new-luminaties, or rather 
comets, wao, inſtead of increaſing our light, kurry the 
world, and ſpread error and irreligion. If it is thus tri- 

2 the light of nature*will' not be found to reſemble the 
fun, Wben crowd tithe rap glory, it illuminates 
the earth; but rathet ti be like it, When, in dim eclipſe; 

it ſheds gloom and twilight over ſome parts of the world; 

and ſo puzzles and perplexes ſuch as are not acquainted 
with the natural caules of its being darken'd, and throws 
them into a Nate of doubt and e eee | 
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II. 1 Chat he that Nen is not a a perfect rule e mat- 
ters of religion, and ſhall anſwer ſome -pleas that! are 
offer'd in behalf of the rmonſtrous'arid'extravagant ſup? 
poſition, that It 18 a dare guide! in Tacred mater. | 


* 
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I would not be thought to have roſpier only « or ts 
pally to profe(s'd Deifts, bur chiefly" to regard thoſe 
treacherous advocates: for Chriſtianity, who, under pre- 
. rence of writing ia its vindication, baſely and vilely betray 
Y my ene of cauſes to avowed Infidels, It is * to 
lave 
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have the: good word f the enemies of revelation, who 
happen, through the degeneracy of our unhappy times, 
to gain a great Vogie; that theſe haſe, ignoble, and un- 
genefous ſouls prove falſe to the intereſt of him whom 
they call their maſter, auc traiterouſly give it up to his 
open enemies. That they give up the cauſe. of Chriſtia- 
nity to the adverſaries of revelation, is moſt certain; for, 
if reaſon is of it ſelf a ſufficient rule, any addition to what 
is of it ſeit ſuſficient, is impertinent and needleſs ; this is 
evident to the dulleſt capacity; and all that can be {aid 
in favour of revelation, by ſuch as make this conceſſion, 
1s-aply-ſhewing, that they ; can. contradict themſelves ;, 
for if reaſon is of it elf ſufficient, -in matters of religion, 
what need can there be of the Chriſtian revelation? Was 
there any neceſſity. to make known-.any- thing new, and 
to require it to be believed, when what; was known before 
was ſufficient without it? This is granting to the Deiſts, 
that though there may be ſome good things inChriſtiani- 
tys yet there was nog abſolute neceſſity for it, which is 
What they deſire to have yielded to them, and then it is 
eaſy for them to ſhew the abſurdity of. adding any thing 
to what was good enough of it ſelf, without any ſuch ad- 
dition. It is very well known, that the Deiſts are not 
wanting, to make uſe of this extravagant conceſſion; and 
any one, who conſults their writings, may eaſily ſee that 
they, in reality, ſay very little, but what is put into their 
mouths, by ſuch as would appear to ſtand up in the de- 
fen of revelation againſt them, but either through ig- 


norance, or treachery, betray the cauſe to them: whe- 


ther it is through folly or knavery that this is done, it is 
certain, they who are guilty of doing it, have much to 
anſwer for, ſeeing they have done a great deal more hurt 
to the intereſt of Chriſt, than all the avowed enemies of 
it, of themſelves, ever did or could do. | 
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7 is very poor way of arguing, for any = ®* to tell us, 
« That the true preference of Chriſtianity is, (not that 
reaſoiſ, in any ſtate of men, is inſufficient of it ſelf to 
virtue and Happiness but) that Chriſtianity is a clearer 
and more powerful guide, having improved the light 
1 of teaſon by the ſupernatural evidence and declaration'of 
4 | God's will,and final intention of ſaving finners, by the free 
4 pardon of them for the ſake and merits of the death ofChriſt, 
' * Which mere reaſon was not able to diſcover or determine, 
and Which plain declaration of the means of man's re- 
. demption is a more powerful motive and obligation to 
univerſal obedience, than reaſon could ever with certainty 
_ propoſe.” This is a mere heap of confuſion and incon- 
N  fiſtency. It is very likely there is a juggle, in uſing that 
1 odd expreſſion, ' * Reafon in any ſtate of men ;*”:but if 
„ it means any thing, it muſt have reſpect to reaſon in man's 
preſent cps ſtate: Now if reaſon, of it ſelf, is a 
1 ſufficient guide to virtue and happineſs, can man W any 
i thing more ſufficient than a ſufficient guide, can he need 
to be guided to any thing better than to virtue and/ 
| happineſs ; certainly no. If ſo, then there is no 
neceſſity for a clearer and more powerful guide, or for 
its being improved by the ſupernatural declaration of 
God's Will, relating to things which it could not diſcover, 
or for more e powerful maguves to obedience, than it could 
| ever & 
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* See the Plea for Homen te p. 47. my This] is ſaid, bon ur 
J knew not, to be wrote by Mr. jackſon, the noted Atian, the am- 
anuenſis to Dr. Clark, in 4 memorable diſpute with Dr. Waterland, 
about the ſupreme 6ivinity.of our bleſſed Lord, which is called, by 

the ignorant blaſphemer who wrote thisPlea, a wretched Anti- chriſtian” 

_ Hypotheſis. If Mr. Jackſon is the anthor of the Plea, we may judge 
what: was the deſign of Dr., Clack and him, in advancing . , 
viz. to open the way for Deiſm, Several things have been wrote on 
both ſides, on the queſtion I am upon, ſince theſe Sermons were 

pteach'd, which was in November, 1730, but I have choſe to- let 
** appear as they were firſt compoſed. 
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ever with certainty propo poſe. On the other dad if there 
was. need; of the Chriſtian revelation to be a mare ſure 
| lght, and 4 more powerſul guide than reaſon ; if there 
was room for the defects of the light of nature to be ſup- 
plied, by the declaring the beef plan of the falya- - 
Ho of ſinners, on the accbunt of the merits of. the death 
f Chriſt, which was a myſtery that was out of the ken 
of bare reaſon ; and if there was cauſe to make uſe of a 
more powerful motive t6 univerſal obedience to the will 
of their great Creator, than natural religion could ever 
with certainty propoſe ; if theſe things are true, ag they 
certainly are, and are allowed to be by the advocates for 
reaſon, it will inevitably and invincibly follow, that rear 
by. in men, in their preſent ſtate, is not a ſufficient rule 
do guide them to virtue and happineſs 3 and it may juſtly 
be afferted, that the pleaders for its ſufficiency ate ſtupid 
is gh to contradict themſelves, in ſaying, in the ſame 
reath, that it is ſufficient, and yet that there is need for 
its being ſtil! made more ſufficient. 
It is eb odd, in the pleaders & for the ſulicience of 
' reaſoa to fay, that Reaſon (it men would have attend- 
ed to it) would always have given them ſufficient hopes 
and ſecurity of their acceptance with God, upon their re- 
pentance, and ſincere beſt endeavours: to do what was 
: Tight and good, and agreable to reaſon. If by reaſon 
is meant feafon in the abſtract, what. is ſaid. is — 
im pertinent; for then by reaſon we muſt underſtand 
k,n is truth, and the whole of what is truth muſt be 
own'd to be_ſufficient, to inſtruct men, if we ſuppoſe it 
; 245 known to them. If reaſon is taken for what ſhare 
F op light men, in their prefent ſtate, poſſeſs, it inevitably 
follows, from what the advocates 701 10 its ſuſfieience allow. 
that it is really inſufficient; for how can that which is in 
man, be his ſufficient * ge. if he has a ** not 
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do attend to it, but has ſuch, a mixture of darkneſs with 
his light, that he is at a loſs what to think is beſt for hint? 
Mens not attending to the diftates of right reaſon, burt 
embracing things as truths, which are inconſiſtent with 
it, and contrary to it, ſhews that the light of nature, as 
it is now in them, is far from being a ſufficient guide to. 
ther ia matters of religion. 
It is not agreeable: to truth, to ſay, that the reaſon of 
any finite being is perfect or ſufficient, in an abſolute 
ſenſe ; but if this could be allow d, it does not alter the 
caſe as to us, who are the deſcendents of apoſtate Adam: 
our nature, as we are fallen finful creatures, is corrupt, 
and conſequently our reaſon is no ſure light to guide us, 
becauſt there is in our - underſtandings much darkneſs, 
mingled wirh à little light. We need not deſire a mofe 
Plain prbof of the imperfection of reaſon, in our corrupt 
Nate, than what we may gather from the conſideration 
of the errors men have run into, who have ſet up their 
reaſon in oppoſition to the myſteries of nature and reve- 
lation. Many who have dane this, have fully come up 
To what the apoſtle Paul ſaid of the Gentiles, Pro- 
feſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they became fools.“ When 
their pride has been ſo great, that they would not be con- 
tent with owning: the great my ſteries of natural religion, 
without explaining the manner how they are, and when 
their inſolence has roſe ſo high, as that they have ſet up 
their reaſon! in oppoſition to the myſteries of revelation, 
They have ſhew'd what ſhort-ſighted creatures they are, 
in vending" opinions as moſt rational, which are entirely 
inconſiſtem with right reaſon. Some have not been able 
to bring themſelves to own, that the diſtinction of right 
*and rkg dependent on the will of God, they there- 
fore have laid down this nonſenſical paradox, that there 
are moral fitneſſes in the reaſon and nature of thi "9% 
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which muſt be conceived as prior to the will of Gd; 


and hence it is argued, that God is as much bound by 
the rules of juſtice, as any of his creatures. That there 
s an eſſential difference between right and wrong, is moſt 
«»tertain ;"for if we coticewve-of God, as an infinitely good, 
| Juſt, and perfect being, all which is agreeable to his will, 
muſt be right, and all which is contrary to him muſt be 
wrong: but it is perfect nonſenſe and ſclt-contradietion to 
Conceive of any thing prior, in order of nature, to the 
firſt cauſe; it is moſt ſhocking to imagine, that the in- 
dependent being ſhould be circumſcribed by moral ſit- 
neſſes; and it is monſtrous to affirm, that the ſovereign 
Law-giver, beeauſe he can do nothing inconſiſtent with 
his own perfectiois, is bound by the laws he gives, as the 
rule of his rational creatures acting. Moral fitneſſes riſing © 
from the nature of things, are only the old Pagan notion 
of fate revived ; and fuch as are fond of this unintelligible 
Jargon, make very large advances towards the worſt ſort 
of Atheiſm. It is a dictate of right reaſen, which, in 


this caſe, is abundantly confirmed by revelation, that 


there is one only ſupreme, living, and true God, who 
is-the fole Creator of all things: the ſcłipture confirms 
the voice of natural light, that there is but one God, but 
it moſt clearly reveals, that, in the Unity of this God- 
bead, there are three divine Perſons, of the ſame ſub- 
Nance and perfections, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spitit : how theſe can be three Perſons, and yet 
can be one God, is a thing that is not revealed, and con- 
ſequently not neceſſary for us to know; it is above the 
graſp of our narrow corrupt reaſon; and, in all proba- 
biliry, as it relates to the ſubſtance of the infinite God, it 
ſurpaſſes the underſtanding of the moſt perfect creatures, 
for that is only finite. Againſt this great and adorable 
myſtery, the proud pretenders to reaſon riſe with rage 
and rancour : they charge it with nonſenſe and contra- 
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diction ; but what have theſe maſters in buffoonery, as 
well as proficients in blaſptiemy, offer d to us in the room 
of the true ſcripture doctrine of a Trinity in Unity? In 
reality, nothing which will ſtand the teſt of good ſenſe, 
or is ag eto right reaſon. Such as have Hoke 
the Son and the Spirit to be different names, or to be 
two faculties, attributes, properties, or powers of the 
Father, have run into a ſcheme, which, if it was true 
the ſcriptures might be ſaid: not ta be wrote with good 
ſenſe; / ſeeing it would be ſtrange, in narrations of facts 
and in the courſe of reaſoning and debate, to ſpeak of the 
Son and Spirit in the ſtrongeſt language of perſonality 
that can be invented, if they were only perſonalized by 
bold metaphors,” high allegories, or ſtrong figures of 
ſpeech. But the abettors of this ſcheme are not thoſe 
whom ] principally have regard to; I chiefly reſpect the 
pPuatrons of the Arian hereſy, who make the Son and the 
Spirit two creatures. Theſe ſons of darkneſs contradict, 
in the moſt daring manner, the fundamental doctrine of 
natural and revealed religion, that there is but one in- 
finitely bleſſed God; for they ſuppoſe two creatures to 
be true and proper Gods, or to have all the characters of 
divinity, except ſupremacy, independence, and neceſſarx 
exiſtence, and ſo endeavour to graft upon Chhriſtianity 
the Heatheniſh jargon which it was deſign'd to militate 
againſt, that though there is but one ſupreme God, there 
may be ſubordinate divinities : They moſt irrationally 
allow, that creatures may be employ'd with the ſupreme 
God, in creating the world, or in bringing all things be- - 
fides themſelves into being out of nothing, and fo run in- | 


to the greateſt of abſurditits, in ſuppoſing created crea- 

tors : They likewiſe follow the Gentiles, who were vain - 
in their imaginations, and whoſe fooliſh. hearts were ſo l 
darken'd, as to worſhip the creature beſides the Creator, 
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yet they offer up to them ſubordinate worſhip, It is 
certain, from reaſon: and ſcripture, that man could never 
create himſelf, but that he is the product of the ſupreme 
being, who by his providence ſuſtains him, and by his 
bounty ſupplies his wants, and conſequently that he is 
obliged to live to the glory of the Author of his being, and 
is accountable to kim for the actions of his life: in this 
there is nothing but what is agreeable to the higheſt 
reaſon, yet ſuch is the infatuation of the aſſerters 


of the ſufficience of the light of nature, that they re- 
ject this rational doctrine, and pretend, that God did 


not make man for himſelf, is not concern*'d about his 


breaking his laws, and that he is not accountable. to the 


moſt high; ſo that the living God muſt be ſuppoſed to 
be an indolent being, not minding what thoſe who are 
the product of his hands do, in contempt of his authority. 
If theſe things are duly conſider'd, it is as inſolent as it 

is erroneous, in the patrons of reaſon, to ſtand up for 
the ſufficience of it in matters of religion. However it 
may be in others, it is apparent, that it is greatly deba- 
ſed in theſe muddy creatures, who will not make uſe of 
the common helps that are thrown in their way,. to 


guard them againſt the moſt groſs abſurdities. They 


come under the judgment which Moſes, by commiſſion 
from God, threaten' d ſhould come upon Iſrael, in cafe 


of diſobedience, when he ſaid, * The Lord ſhall ſtrike. 


% 


thee with madneſs, and blindneſs, and aſtoniſhment of 


heart; and thou ſhalt grope at noon day, as the blind 
gropes in darkneſs, and ſhalt not proſper in thy ways.” 
Tho”. reaſon improved by revelation proclaims, that the 
ſupreme God is our Judge and Law-giver, that there is 
but one living God, who is our Creator, and who is to 
be worſhipp*d by us, and that in him we live, move, and 


Deut. xxvi11. 28, 29. 
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the Son and Spirit into the: rank of dependent beings, 


have 
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have our being, and to him muſt give an account of our 
actions; yet they ſhut their eyes againſt what light they 

might have, in their ſtate of frailty and imperfection, 

and go about to palm upon the ignorant, ſuch 5 eb | 
ſtuff as this, that there is a cauſe prior to the firſt cauſe, 
that the independent ſovereign is himſelf dependent, 

that creatures may be ſubordinate deities, dependent | 
creators, to be worſhipp'd with inferior divine wor- 
ſhip 3 that he who fits at the head of the empire 

1 of providence, has brought into being rational crea; 

'5 tures, which he made not for himſelf, and which are 

| not accountable to him. Let the pleaders for the 

ſufficierice of reaſon of it ſelf, withqut revelation, to be 7 
guide in religion, bluſh, when they ſhew. is to be ſo in- 
ſufficient-in themſelves, in bolting out ſuch glaring - ab- 
ſurdities; and let them no longer aſſume ta themſelves the 
title of men of reaſon, when reaſon is ſunk fo low in them, 

1 When we think on the irrational things they amuſe 

1 themſelves with, we cannot but ſee how God is ſecretly 

1 pleading his own cauſe, even by their folly; they receive 

1 not the truth in the love of it, and he in judgment gives 

them over to ſtrong deluſions, ſo that they are fond of 

the moſt ſenſeleſs figments, Which appear in the garb of 
novelty: When they, through pride, cry up their own 
reaſon, to the diſparagement of ſcripture, they are left 
to dote upon irrational vanities, which are a diſgrace. to 
that very reaſon, which they labour, by undue methods, 
to advance to a height to which it can never juſtly be 
raiſed. ” Po 
The treacherous betrayers of revelation, who ſtand up 
for the ſufficience of natural religion, would not appear 
„ 88 n * 


1 I em not concern'd whether all theſe paradoxes have been ſtarted 
1 by any one advocate ſor the ſuſficience of reaſon, it is enough, if each has 
= *- been maintain'd by any of the antiſcriptural taQtion, who yet call them- 
F Kfilves Chuiflians. e N 9234 
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enemies, and therefore they pretend to give full and 
direct proof of the ſufficience of human reaſon, in matters 
of religion, from ſcripture itſelf. Had there been ſuch 


1 pou it muſt have been own'd- to have been ſtrange, 


r then ſcripture would have. declared itſelf not to have 
been abſolutely neceſſary for the uſes of men; but the 
caſe is far from being what theſe unaccurate;. blunderers 


would give out. They appear only to have caſt their 


eyes on ſome paſſages of ſacred - writ, | and to have 
laid hold of them, as in ſound, ſeeming to countenance 
their cauſe, but not to have conſiderꝰd the texts they 


bring in connexion with the context. In their manner of 
quoting ſcripture, they imitate exactly the father of lies, 


who, when he tempted the God of truth manifeſted. in 
the fleſh, cited ſcripture only to curtail it, and to wreſt 


it from its genuine ſenſe. Their arguings are ſo mean, 


that a perſon almoſt needs pardon who goes about ta 


anſwer them; however, let us ſee what they have to ſay . 


to keep their wretched. cauſe in countenance, and-to fence 
off conviction from themſelves. -£p 34 

It is inſolently ſaid, * that the doctrine of the ſufficience 
of human reaſon is the doctrine of the apoſtle Peter, who 
ſaid thus, with reſpect to Cornelius, Of a truth I 
perceive that God is no reſpecter of perſons; but, in 
every nation, he that fears him, and works righteouſ- 


neſs, is accepted of him. From hence this ſtrange in- 
ference is drawn, that it appears, that, in every Heathen 


nation, they who follow 'd the light of their natural rea- 
ſon and conſcience, fear d God; whence it follows, that 
in the judgment of the apoſtle, every Heathen, by the 
light of natural reaſon, had a ſufficient guide to lead him 

8 5 te 


+ Als x. 34, 33. 


25˙ 
to renounce the Chriſtian doctrine, which they really 
give up into the hands of the Deiſts, its implacable 
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to the religious fear of God.' Now nothing en de more. 
GEEKY to the apoſtle's ſenſe than this: He did not 
ſpeak. of Heathens, who were leſt to the bare light of 
nature, being able, by the help of that, to fear God; but 
he oH d his conviction, that ſalvation by Chriſt was not 
to be confined to the Jewiſh nation; but was to be made 
known to the Gentile world. Cornelius was one of good. 
pott among the Jews, or one h was proſelyte to the 
ewiſh religion, but was not circumciſed, being one of 
thoſe who were called proſelytes of the gate, and ſo he 
had Us ſcriptures: of the Old Teſtament to inſtruct him, 
and was not left to the bare light of nature. Beſides; 
when he, under ſome. Gaube, prey for illumination, he 
was directed, by an angel appearing to him to apply him; 
ſelf to the apoſtle Peter for inſtruction, Which is a certain 
evidence that his natural light was nota ſufficient guide ; - 
in all probability the thing he defired to be inform'd in, 
was the truth of the Meſſiahſhip of Jeſus. of Nazareth; 
becauſe,” when Peter came to inltruct him, * he dec 
Chriſt's ſupteme Deity, or that he is Lord of all; he 2 
{rhe che ruth ef his reſurrection, of which he had been 
an eye witneſs, having eat, drank, and freely converſed 
with his riſen Maſter, and he ſhew'd him, that this Jeſus 
who died, roſe, and revived, ws ordain* d to be Judge 
of the quick: and dead. Theſe were things which the 
ght of nature never taught, yet they were matters in 
which the great apoſtle thought it was neceſſary to inſtruct 
Cornelius and his friends. A man muſt then have a very 
84d turn of head, who can bring himſelf to fancy, that 
Peter judg' d the light of nature was ſufficient to guide 
thoſe whom he inſtructed in things above it, into the re- 
Tgjous fear of God. Had the caſe been ſo, Cornelius 
. not have needed to have been directed by an an- 
gel to ſend for Peter, in order to ſhew him what it was 
that God would have him to do. GI 
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We ate told , *, that ſeeing the apoſtle 
Chacgd, that glory, honour, and peace, would be to every 
one that works good, to the Jew. firſt, and alſo to the 


were; to be finally judged, was a 9 uide in mat- 
ters of religion and ſalvation, to thoſe who Knew not the 
goſpel 
could not ſee, that the apoſtle here ſpoke of ſuch Jews 
and Gentiles as had received the Gr faith; for he 


- intimated as plainly as words could do it, that the perſons 
he had mention'd, Jews as well as Gentiles, were to be 
judged, as to their ſincerity, or the ſecrets of their hearts, 
according to the || goſpel which he had preach d. Whe-. 
ther ĩt was from the ſtupidity of theſe perverſe diſputers,' ' 


that they could not ſee. this, or whether i it was through, | 
| their knavery, that they would not ſee it, is not caly to 
be determined; they may chooſe. which "they pleaſe. 
The apoſtle, had not reſpect to ſuch as knew not the goſ-. 
peb tut to ſuch as had received it, and made a profeſ- 


Dn” guide in matters of religion. Theſe deceivers, 


when they urged this text, took care to ſuppreſs the 


words — preceding choſe they have Rt. 
e Plex, &c. p. 50,51. + Rom. ii. 10. 1 Ibid. v. 16. 


Har p. 51, 52. I Heb. zi. 6, 4 


aul + has de- 


| Gentile; it follows, that the law of reaſon, by which they 


but it is amazing, that; ſuch maſters of reaſon 


Lion of it ; and it is mere ignorance to take him as own- 
ing the light of nature to be a ſufficient guide, as well as 
— . to put off fuch blangering ſtaff for argu- 


2151 is further $ pleaded, that the faing apoftle + Paul 
has ſaid, He, that comes to God mult believe. that he 


Vi, and that he is the rewarder of ſuch as diligently ſeek: 

him.” From hence a concluſion is drawn, that if rea- 
fon, ,.or the law of nature, has the ſanction of rewards and 
| ts annex d to it, it muſt follow that it is a ſuf- 2 


of i he ons of 


— ebe wing in rede, to pfeaſt Get f „ in 
1 it 18 mcf e t Certain, tf the apoſtie meant faitli in God 
Fconciled Mang throUgh Che, and faith im Chriſt's 
be Tediator en a'thi not known by | the light 'of 
de, Win e m h rt, it is not pbffible for a 
1 85 to Be acceptable to God ; for whoever Cotes to him, 
1 fo 105 Pre with a kind reception, muſt believe that he 


19 9 oe and as ſuch can only reward His 
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ine 0 ae d Ulligently ſeek him, i in and through 
4 Viecher, oll, che 5 9 775 of his merit, and not on the 
: 5 ö any” fancied deſert in them ; ſeeing they are: 
Fs rom Mets him under aby obligation by whet the. 
hands car find” "> do, that they would not be able to an- 
Her for the ſins that cleave to their beſt performances; if 
he Was to deal with them as an abfolute Gd. 
© To fake e.notice. but of one thing more, —— ſufficienee 
of reaſon to be man's guide, is urged, from the wiſe 
F bade A declaring,that God made man 170 2 
{IO truly great tnafter of reafori knew Beiret, 
he it to de the reſult. pf his long and diligent” ſearch 
fer wiſdoni, that feaſon is e Sade b we. 
bg of man's apoſticy ftom G which ic i corrdpt- 
eg; his words are; a only hare I found, that God: 
made man uptight; b foubhit ode magy i- 
ventions.“ if C or tte wore tr the ki 

ra ide ha uppreſf'd, as, c 
ate A va wa 1. Mine om 99 author of evil. Godt: 
FS u I wi is 2 was” without Hnfuß 
de ects, nacyal te his reaſoh was het A ff 
ficiepit 77 5 905 je 11 in on from Geck; Mie 
eaſe e poſterity is worſe, their reaſon is depraved an” 
2 ; hey 8 only are ignorant of matt things, 
but tex are prone to follow errors, to run into danger 
od 123 £208 7 #702 to 8 | 
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Matura Religions 29 
tous miſtalers, and to pleaſe. themſelves wich, many idle 
inventions 3 | among which this is not the Kalt pernicious, | 
chat ſinful creatures ſhould have: the impudence to aſſert, 
that rea ſon, or che light of nature, in their, preſent ſtate, 
in a ſufficient guide to them in religious matters, ., | 
1a B 1 9244 | | | 
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Serin pride is at the bottom of all the. oppoſſtion, which 
#s made to the reyelation afforded us by Goch, and ſeeing 
it is this makes vain and conceited men cry up reaſon as 
à perfect rule, to the diſparagement of revelation, it can- 
nat be an unſeafonable admonition to proſeſſed Chriſtians, 
nay, to all who pretend to be ſcarching after truth, to be 
careful how they give way to a proud conceit of their 
own underſtandings. The high thoughts which creatures 
have entertain'd of their own intellectual abilities, have 
been the ſource and ſpring of all the apoſtacy and rebellion 
againſt the moſt High, which we have been acquainted 
with. Whatever was the particular fin, which occaſion'd 
the thruſting of Satan, and all the legions: of the heavens - 
ly hoſts, which banded under his enſigns againſt the 
Higheſt, it is pretty certain that it took its riſe from 
pride. This we may eaſily gather from à paſſage of the 
apoſtle Paul, wherein he preſcribes it as a ſtanding rule, 
that a biſhop, or paſtor of a-goſpel:church, muſt not be 
A novice, Which is not ſo much meant of one young in 
years, 33/0f-gne. who had newly taken up a Cranes ing 
the-Chriſtian,fatth, and was but raw in the knowledge of 
tlie doctfines of revelation ; the reaſon tf why a- paſtor 
ought not to be a novice is, ** Left being liſted up, ar 
blown ap, with pride, he ſhould fall into the condemna- 
tion of the devil. If pride was the cauſe of the devil's 
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the deviF could plant any temptation on our progenitors, 


Of the Tnſufficiency of 

condemnation, it muſt be twiſted with his firſt fin. It 
was a proud imagination, that they could make their 
copdition better, than that in which the wiſdom of a be- 
neficent Creator had placed them, which drew a great 
number of the potentates of heaven to riſe in rebellious 
arms againſt the God from whom they received their 


being; and it was a vain defire of being higher than they 
were made by the ſovereign Lord of nature, that engaged 


thouſands of angels in impious league againſt their King, 


For which they were caſt out of heaven, and are doom d 


to ſpend eternal ages in woe and pain; they are now 
ſuffer'd to range about the world, but till they are, as 


it were, in chains; but, at the laſt and the great day, 


they will receive fulneſs of torment, and, being ſhut up 
in hell, they will groan for ever- under the weight of al- 


mighty vengeance, which will glorify it ſelf in puniſhing 


them for their pride and rebellion. - It was alfo pride 
which was the ſource of the woe we feel, by reaſon of 
the fall of 6ur firſt parents. It does not appear, from 
the ſcripture account of the firſt apoſtacy of man, that 


till he had blown them up to a proud conceit, that they 
could maks their condition happier than it was, by tranſ- 


greſſing the kt of their Creator. When the tempter * 


artack*d our general mother, as he endeavour'd to work 
her Up to an imagination, that it was through envy that 
God debar'd her huſband and her from eating the fruit 
of the tree of knowledge, left they ſhould be like him in 
knowledge, he lahour'd to raiſe pride in her, by aſſuring 
her, that if ſhe once taſted of the fruit which ſhe fear d 
to touch, ſhe ſhould tow'r to divinity, or be like God 
in knowledge. What he urged was this 3 * God knows 


that in the day you cat of it, then your eyes ſhall be o- 


Cen. vi. 56. | e 
| „ pen'd, 
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pen'd, and. you. ſhall, be as, Gods, Knowing good. and, —={| 
evil.“ It was this fly | ſuggeſtion ..that made the, 21 of 


women look wich ,cager longing eyes on the goodly = 
fruit, which hung on the forbidden Was 


g on the forbidden tree; and: it was 
a perſuaſion that ſhe. ſhould riſe in Knowledge, which, 
induced her, in an evil hour, to reach forth, her raſh. 
handy; to pluck, and eat what plunged her into ruin, 
And it is very likely, by urging the are ee ich 

the devil: had uſed to induce her to undo her felf, that 
ſhe: prevailed on our common father to follow her ex- 
ample, out of a vain conceit of having a part with her 
in her imagin' d happineſs, . and ſo to complete the firſt 
tranſgreſſion. It muſt be own'd, that our firſt parents 

did gain knowledge by eating the forbidden fruit, but it 
was knowledge they had better have been without, ; it 

was an experimental knowledge of what was evil. They 
ſoon found their eyes open d; but what was this to dil- 

cover? It was to ſhew them, that their minds were dar- 
ken'd, that innocence, which, as a veil had ſhaded them 
from knowing ill, was gone, that they had loft the image 
of their mighty Maker, which before. ſhone in them, in 
wiſdom and ſevere and pure ſanctity, that they were 
ſtripp'd of their juſt confidence, primitive integrity, , Ort- 
ginal righteouſneſs, and native honour, and that they 
were left naked to guilty ſhame. This was the unhappy 
Proſpect which preſented, it ſelf to them, when they firſt - 
open'd their eyes to behold evil; and this knowledge 
may be ſaid to be dearly bought, by the loſs of pleaſures 
| and joys, which were ſufficient to ſatiate their craving 
| Cefires, and would, if they had continued in honour, 
JJ oi 1 am ot 
Thus we find from ſcripture, that pride & ſelf-ſulficience 
have been the cauſes of all the evils, which have infeſted 
the intellectual world.; of the apoſtacy of many thouſands £2. 
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& Now, to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 


'of God, which the natural man receives 5 hot. but ac- 


counts fooliſhneſs, and which the man of mere rational 
attainments will never know, becauſe they are ſpiritually 


diſcerned. Gs - 8 


divine Perſons, but the one King eternal, immortal, 


inviſible, and the only wiſe God, be honour and glorf 


_ aſcribed, henceforth aud for evermore. Amen. 
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THE END. 
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